DEC: Recreational Salt Water Fishing License, Yes? No?  

The DEC’s Division of Marine Resources is interested in hearing your opinion regarding the Resurrection of implementing a Recreational Saltwater Fishing License

Being explored is the potential for a fee-based saltwater fishing license to provide revenue to enhance recreational saltwater fishing and management.

Currently, 23 of the 26 U.S. coastal states have a fee-based saltwater license, however, there are many factors that must be considered if New York were to pursue a similar license - most importantly, feedback from anglers. The survey is brief, it takes just a couple of minutes to complete [however, it is not timed, so you can give your answers some thought]. 

Remember, although New York currently has no Recreational Salt Water Fishing License, every recreational marine angler must register before they fish in the state’s marine waters. Information from New York's marine registry is incorporated into the National Marine Fisheries Service database of recreational marine anglers. The database helps in efficiently obtaining fishing activity information, which is vital in setting quotas, size and bag limits, and fishing seasons each year.

Your input matters! Anglers are encouraged to complete a short, anonymous survey as one of the first steps to help determine how New York could pursue a license. Your responses will help gauge interest in developing a recreational saltwater fishing license and provide information on how a potential license could be used to support fishing efforts important to you.

Please complete the online survey by Friday, September 29, 2023.

We appreciate your time and value your feedback in further enhancing saltwater fishing experiences in New York’s marine waters. If you have any questions or additional comments about this survey, please email us at fw.marine@dec.ny.gov.

The survey can be found at: https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/22912ef964ed4c5dbce807c322605f04

For additional information regarding the Recreational Marine Fishing Registry go to: https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/54950.html 
